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black moods and surrounding him with infinitely

varied entertainments.

*

The year 1748 soon marked two new losses; at eight
o'clock on 271 h July, the little princess, the Dauphin's
daughter, died in spite of her household's anxious
efforts to save her; the poor little body lay in state
at Versailles, and then was brought to the Tuileries
where the Feuillants kept watch over it; then it
was put in the vault at Saint-Denis, -while the heart
went to rest at the Val-de-Grace.

Two months later Mme de Mailly passed away
in repentance and remorse, showing a truly edifying
example of Christian humility.

Parties and festivities, and preoccupation with
affairs (of state never prevented Louis XV from
doing his part as a father both kindly and pleasantly.
He adored his daughters and showered them with
all they could wish for; he had a special love for
Victoire who had recently come to live at Versailles
after a long sojourn at Fontevrault.

An amusing story recorded by Luynes gives a
lively idea of his simplicity and patience. In April
1748 M. Mouton, the princesses' dental-surgeon,
had decided that one of Victoire's teeth must be
extracted at once; when the Faculty confirmed his
decision Louis XV agreed. The day fixed for this
operation fell on Easter Sunday. Poor little
Victoire, terrified and trembling with fear, post-
poned the fatal moment from hour to hour; so the
afternoon passed away without her being able to
make up her mind to it.